® "ON THE SIDEWALK”

AN OPEN LETTER

TO THE CITIZENS OF MAYWOOD CALIFORNIA
By Charlotta A, Bass
Deor Fellow Americans:

| think' that you are good, clean, decent peo-
ple, who love your children and are concerned
about the community in which they grow to ma-
turity,

And so it is that you may turn a ready ear to
those among you who wish to “protect” your city |
from ““undesirables’” through the establishment of
race restrictions on your property.

You are told that this is a way to maintain in
~7 your community ‘‘sanitary habits, pleasant sur-

roundings, cherished environment, and clean liv-
ing.”
-'* You are told:that the race restrictions will
prevent your children from suffering “the humilia-
tion and deprivation which mixed races would
force upon them.”
_ You are told "All can help win this battle,
just as we can help win the great battle which
‘our country is in today by working together.”
N  Well, | am a Negro. | am one of the hat-
ad undemrab[es who would hurmllute und de-

“"And here is what | have fo say to~ yﬁﬁ"

The whole world, as well as you and |, is in-
volved in a great and bloody conflict, whose main
fssue is supposed to be between two ways of life,
one labeled democracy, the other, fascism.

Democracy is supposed to mean that the
people who believe in it are convinced that men
are born “free and equal, with certain inalienable
rights, life, liberty and pursuit of happiness.”
- They believe that the test of desirability among
human beings is based upon individtal character
and ‘achievement, rot upcn class, creed or racial
1denhty :

-

. Fascism holds that there is a-master race

. and thut its face is white. It believes in concen-

fiss Z_l'rnﬂon camps, gheﬂoﬂ, a division of the whul:

: "hun'mn fum:ly into :upermr ‘and inferior breeds.
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,-::E:mmr about freedom and

.| proclaim _ freedom abroad hut
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Navy Bias Is |
Obj eci of |
Willkie Scorn

Wendell T.. Willkie deliv-| - *
rared a4 blast  last mg]lt
cagainst the “pharisaical” at-
Citude of  Americans who

democracy but bar colored
persons {rom enlm{mcnt m

the Navy.,

Presiding at the inaugural din-
H1Er of Freedom House in the
| Hotel Commodore, Willkie chal-
hengrd the honesty of those whao .

deny it at home,

rageous, sacrificing men wha are |
denied “equal  status with, white
men in the Navy, Willkie cited |
Dm-le Mlllzr, oulured ‘mess attens |
L:danm'i_ . Ariosis |







